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There may be those who will remember an old radio program that had the following 
lead, “Return with us now to those thrilling days of yesteryear, etc., etc.“ 
 
Those days before I-45 existed and the only way out of the county was up the two lane 
state Highways 3 or 146.  
 
Highway 3 led you into the traffic nightmare of Houston (some things never seem to 
change). 
 
Highway 146 led you to the Hog Island Ferry and on to Goose Creek, Pelly, Baytown 
and points east. 
 
And when the heavy rains so common to our area occurred, these major (sole) traffic 
arteries, as well as the main streets of Galveston and Texas City, became flooded and 
impassable. 
 
Yet there was still a confident attitude on the mainland part of Galveston County. It 
existed for a number of reasons. 
 
Texas City had taken the punch delivered by the explosion in 1947 and recovered (plus 
the Texas City High School basketball team won the state championship in ’49), and the 
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local industrial base just continued to grow. 
 
To keep it growing, a massive undertaking was started — bringing water, for industrial 
purposes, from the Brazos.  
 
The project to make this happen was undertaken by Gus Thornton. A man who had 
been involved in much of the industrial construction that had already taken place — he 
was the man for the project.  
 
Details of the project were given in a prominent newspaper of the day, the Houston 
Post. The following are excerpts.  
 
“Some of the big industries asked Thornton and his experts to investigate. They found 
the Brazos River water supply adequate, not only for industrial purposes but for use in 
homes if needed. 
 
“First it was estimated a lake covering 900 acres was needed. A site for this lake was 
procured at Dickson Bayou, west of the S. P. tracks. Some 1,250,000 yards of dirt had 
to be moved to make the vast levee to hold the water. 
 
“Thirty miles of canals had to be dredged to bring Brazos River water to the lake. 
 
“So some $3,000,000 is being spent to provide this water as insurance for the future 
(Andy Anderson, Houston Post, April 1949).” 
 
Although bringing water from the Brazos was new for the petrochemical industry — it 
had been going on for quite some time — water for the king! 
 
The coastal prairie of Texas and Louisiana supported the first European settlers as a 
“pasture” for their livestock. This use of the area was supplemented or replaced by a 
water-hungry crop, rice --- rice the crop that soon became king of the coastal prairie. 
 
Take a drive from Bay City to Alvin on State Highway 35 or from Dayton to Vinton, 
Louisiana on Highway 90. On such a trip you will see, alongside railroad tracks in many 
of the communities you pass through, artifacts of past glory days.  
 
These were once economic generators of gigantic proportion — they are rice driers. 



 
 

These rice driers were once economic generators of gigantic proportion. This is where the king's bounty was 
processed. 
 
Back when rice was king on the coastal prairie of Texas this is where the king’s bounty 
was processed! 
 
Those canals that supplied water for the rice crops eventually became part of what 
evolved into the Gulf Coast Water Authority — the organization that ensures that when I 
turn the handle on the faucet at the kitchen sink, water flows.  
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 
to The Daily News. He’s writing a series on columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water.  

 


